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Gen. Dotszlas Mic-
Arihur's well-known
personal efecls,
located at Norfolk's
MacArthur Memorlal.

THE AESDARTED: FREGS

MacArthur Was Right When He Said: ‘Old Soldiers Never Die’

in 55 years, when Gen. Douglas MacArthur

wits fired by President Harry 'Truman for sug-
gesting that the Korean War needed expansion, Con-
gress wis for the most part on MacArthar's side,
I'ruman, like LEJ, was o unpopular that he palled
himself out of consideration for a second elected
term, and Gen, Dwight Eizenhower became the first
Republican President smee the Dis
pression bigan several decades
earlivr, After having been relieved,
Gen, MacArthur was summned o
ajiant session af Congress, whers
Toe g e of Ehe mvsk edoagquent,
aft-guated speeches of lis tme.

Fallinwing his lamentations at
keaving after 52 years of serviee o
his countey, MacArthur's absera
tiom, “Old soldiers never die, They
just fade away,” seemed fitting. 1 re-
member a song, "0 Soldiers
Mever Dhe™ and, while living & a dependent in ocew-
pied Japan, seeing thowsands of Japanese weeping
o the street for their conquerar who'd resisted the
tempiation of humiliating his defeated enemy,
Eleven wears after officially being fired by Presi-

dent ruman, Gen, Macdrthur was at West Point
giving bis moving final salute to his beloves] Corps of
Cadets — aned his theughts an his amd their calling,

T o show how far this country bas come {or gone)

Cen. MacArthur's Words

“This does noet weean Hat you are wanmongars, On
the contrary, the soldier above all other people prays
for pegsoe, T lee mst sufler and bear the decpest
wnnanals and scars of war, Bul always moour esars ring
the eminous words of Plate, that wisest of all philos-
ophiers: 'Omly the dend lave seon the end of war”

“1he shacews are lengthening for me. The twi-

ligght s breres, My days of ald have vanizhed] — tone
and bing. Thesy b gone glimmering throwgh the
dresams of things that wese, Their memory 15 one of
wennidraus hessuty, watered by tesars, and coased and
cairesaed by the smiles of vesterday, Tlsten then, bt
with thirsty ear, fer the witehing medecy of Gaint
baigles Blowing revelle, of far deurs beating the lang
rall,

“In my dreams [ hear again the crash of guns, the
rattle of musketry, the strange, mowrmiul mutter of
the battledield. But in the evening of my memoary [
comie back to West Point. Always there echoes and
re-pehces: Dty Honor, Country.

“Today marks my final rollcall with yow. But 1
want vou to know that when | eross the river, my last
conscicus thooghts will be of the Corps, and the
Corps, and the Corps.”

Mow that eloguence didn't exactly sound as
though it come from a soldier who had faded pany.
Gen, MacArthur's ability to express himselin a
manner such that his asseciates and subordinates virs
tually waorshippesd bim, mekes madern-day bumper-
stickerand-scundbite speschifving seem simplistic
and childish. His elegant yet eloguent style could and
dicl menee msuntains,

Thiere whie were prosent on the deck of the DES
Missrad avcepting the Tapaness surrender will
neved fopgget 10— just fir, "Forrest Gamg™ ke, being
theat elose to The Great MacAethur. Thiese whic'd
wated ashore witl him when he fulfilled his =1 shall
resburn ™ pled e i the Philippines, will neser forget i,
Mo words uttered either by Presadent Tramean ar any
single member of Congress during 1951 will he re-
memibered as was his "00d Seldiers” speech,

And yet, he really did fade away. For all his feree
fulness and leadership — and all his eloguens: and
grandiosity — hie faded away Lo a memmery al West
Point and at the MacArthur Memorial in MNorfolk,
and the memary to many of a life welHived and ad-
mired by mest,

Ciner of Mewton's Lanws of Phystes stades that for
every action there is an equal and epposite reaction.
S0 Jusk s Ceen, MacArthur was able o inspire his
generation by his positive eloguence and desds,
e wlye followsed weren't as eloquent amd were
swillowed up by the negativism surrounding the war
i Vietmam. Unahle to articulate aven simple policies,
“leaders™ were made to look ridiculeus by charlatans
with unacrupubous goals. The wreng peopbe were
alloawed] to wsurp the warrior's glory and replace it
with carefully phrased psycho-babhle,

WlaeAribors Vietnameens contemporaries weres af-
ten more interested in themselves than in their coun-
try, Or thew were more mierests i badanouthing
their countny’s policies, puldicly causing bitter hate
and dissension

THE ASSCCLIATED FRLSS

Gen. Douglas MacArthur

Mastiness and pettiness have alweys boen part of
Ehve peditical process — 2e,, whenever bwao or mrs
prenphe disagres — but, until recently, the military
Do Doy et by exempd from such valgar displays,
When aucked into palitical debates by miscreants
wha alwaays cite the dsolated example as the norm,
the nesw military types alost alwavs lese. When
there's an effort frarm a national press that seeq noth-
ing wrong with manufacturing news to prove its sup-
pusitbons — as in Jayson Blair, Dan Bather, and sey-
eral Mew Yerk Times pioces — the public tends to
ferget aboat the news story and abauat the *perp,”
and mentally castigates the victim of the loas.

Process Horts Military Men

Onr young sarfighters these days are cut from the
same pattern as their grandiathers and fathers from
varivus Bands of Brothers, Thes're daing just fine
and will continue te do so despite the continual buzz
generated by the journalistic equivalent of those whao
grossly exaggerate staries to prove a persenal view-
pizint.

And, as the old-guard genesation of aging bippies
and the anti-war zealots of the mainstream media
loudly fade away, may a bright, elogquent star such as
Cal. H. K. Mebaster, the commander of the 3rd
Armored Cavalry Regiment, or several of his co-
hvrts, appear en the scene o rekindle the apirit of
the fading away of Douglas MacArthur,

Pl b that's what Geen, MacArthur meant by Ol
Soldiers never dying.

B A Richmond residend, Poad Galani 45 ¢ gradiete
af the LUS. Naval Acedemnn and a vetived Navy Com-
wander. A Vielia veleran, e way g peizoner af
et i Nowtle Figtaam for nearly seven pears. His
Compresidary Columiong regarding velerans appear
regilarlp on e Back Fence,

WASHINGTON'S CAUTION

Support for Veterans Remains High, But More Can Be Done

ingons cinbion that “the willingness with

which our o people are lkely o servem
sy wearr, wie preatber how gustified, shall b dinctly
prrpartiomal s fo bow ey pereeree the veterans of
aarlier wirs were treated and appreciated by ther
nation.”

s ernabisr Cenrge Alken oftem cites Gearge Washe

Haova weell is our nation treating veterans as we
fight the War an Terror that mili-
tary leaders say “wecan afford bo
loae™ Can our young peoplhe be
liesve thiedr service will be approci-
ated? While seme will claim we can
i better, the nation i= meeting thiz
challenge.

Wisterams have enjevesd varying
kel af st over Hhe yesars,
Siwoe 2001, Congress and Press
dent Greorge Bush have given un-
precedented aupport for vebesans
programs with fundmg matching
vederans' needs, The President's 2007 bud get for t
Voterans Administration (VA) i S804 billion, or
$#2.8 hillbon above 2006, making i the largest in-
crease in discretionary funding for the WA ever re-
quested by any President. Compared with 2000, the
2007 budget represents a T5-percent inerease in
funding. For veterans’ medical care alone, the hudget

calls for 8343 hillion, an increase of nearly 70 per-
cent i five years,

The funding mereases are having an impact. A ma-
jor pricrity for the VA 5 providing the troops return-
ing horme from war with 1 seamless transition from
activeforce medical care Lo care & a veleran, Since
20070, nearly & million more veteran patients have
besen able to use the ¥ A svatem, with first priority
given to veterans with service-connected disabilities,

Progress Has Been Made

The VA i also working fo mest the challenge of
inereased demanc. With the increase in activeduty
forces, mituding Maticnal Guard and Reserve, claims
b greatly increased, reaching TROLO00 in 2005
alane, Despite the increass, the VA bas driven down
cladms walting ta be processed Treon 432,000 in 2002
b 365,000 At the start of 2006, with average process
ing timee dropping feeon 225 to 167 davs — agill poo
laing, but significant progreas,

Are there still challenges?

Laoking at the hudget, one can always point o
where increases can be made — the need for mere
Veteran Care Centers and cemeteries, improvements
in specialties, and information security, ete. But
progress is being made, with states such as Yirginia
leading the way to ensure veterans are gelting acoess
Lo the VA services they need.

Viodunteer heldp from citizen groups, particularly
from veterans' service organizations, rounids out vet-
erans suppart efforts. There are somany that do so
much. Colonial Heights American Legion Post 284
exemplifics some of the longstanding eofforts that
make a difference on a persenal level, The Posts he-
pital visitation program has been going on for years
with i van full of Legionnnires geing to Moluire
Hospital every Sunday to assist veterans from the
wards Lo attend services, a great Kindness and a
sruree of combort Lo so many,

Opportunities Tor Private Citizens
Thereare also appertunitis for privabecitizeons
such as you and me o help, While Congress, led by
et e Senator George Allen, increased the death
henedit”™ fearm a paltey £12,000 to £ 100,000, that atill
s not address e fpssct of Hee loss of 3 mother
oF Eatheer i the War on Terror, College expenses ane
a ¢ heallemge Fror st farilics and area partealarn chal-
lesngee dir Familiess oo haave lesta meimbser in servios,
The Military Cflcers Association of America
{MOAAY, the nation’s fourth-largest veterans' groug,
hias established the Armerican Patriot Scholarship
Fund to support farmilies of veterans lost in active
service, To help raise £1 million for Patriot Schaol-
arships, Col. Brad Somith, a stage-4 cancer survivor
and active Army officer, will hike the 2,17 4-mile Ap

palzchian Trail. We can support his efforts by pledg-
ing as little & ae cent for each mile Col. Smith
wallkis, [[ he completes the trail, it works out toa
$21.74 donation. [ hope you will jein me in being a
part af this effort o suppart aur nation’s eamenit-
maent -t Ehnse kit behind, To make a pledge log onto
erpt tirgtd e con and click on “Smith Hile,”
Thers i ne hetter time than July 4 to contribute and
heeed Ceeorge Washington's call for support of cur
velerans,

Sevretary of Yelerans Affairs Jim Michalson sum-
marixed America’s suppert for veterans: “Veterans
are an Amerkean prieriy ab every level of govern-
ment. Mo other country in the world approaches the
lewed of the United States in supporting its military
veeberans, President Buzh iz committes] (o affirming
Fresident Lincoln s charge %o care for them who
shall have Borme tee battle "

Leet's all do oy part.

8 Hill F'Iurlc.!,l;:’url — & refired .".-m'g_: Caodoresd cored Fagt
rier peteram, wikh an Army som and USMO som-in-
Terde prgreegred o e Woor on Terror — b served on
the Virginia Wy Messorial Fowndations Boayd of
Trustees, s the presidend of e slale leadersfie of
Lhe Military OFioers Asroctalion of Awmerica, and i
a meember of seteral offer velerais| ernmnisationg,
Mg Cowemetifary Colirons segarnfing eeleran s ap-
pear regrlorly o Mee Back Pence,




